
The National Library of Australia holds one of the richest collections 
of women’s history in this country: books, journals, diaries, letters, 
photographs, watercolours, oral histories, objects, and more. Many 
Australians have no idea what’s there. And much of what’s in it has 
never been seen by the general public.

Rose Quong 

Portrait of Rose Quong, c.1920 and Rose Quong’s Diary, 1924, in Papers of Rose Quong (Manuscripts), 
National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn3334024

Significance 

On Thursday 17 January 1924 at noon, Australian-
born actor of Chinese heritage, Rose Quong  
(Rusi Guang) set off for England to study acting. 
She was 40. There, she performed with Dame 
Ellen Terry and a young Sir Laurence Olivier.  
Later, she found she became typecast in the  
roles she was offered. The Library recently 
digitised her papers. Rose’s diary covers her sea 
voyage and early months in London. It starts as 
she set off from Melbourne on the S.S. Ballarat: 
‘My Great Adventure begins. A day of glorious 
Australian sunshine. To wave farewell:--Mother, 
Lali, Flo, Eric, Florrie & kiddies...’

Curator’s comments

While Rose should always have been considered 
historically significant, there is no denying that her 
story is not a typical one for her time. I chose it 
because I was captured by her verve, her get-up-
and-go. Even though she wrote a hundred years 
ago, I’m sure we can all relate to, particularly in 
Australia, the urge to see the world and make our 
life happen.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/3334024


Dr Lowitja O’Donoghue

Loui Seselja (b.1948), Portrait of Lowitja O’Donoghue addressing the National Press Club, Canberra, 
1992, photograph, Pictures Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn2132640

‘Speech by Lois O’Donoghue CBE, AM Chairperson of ATSIC, New York, 10 December 1992, 
International Launch of the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People’ in Papers of Lowitja 
O’Donoghue (Manuscripts), National Library of Australia. View the speech on Trove.

Significance 

‘We do not wish to conquer or oppress. 
Nor indeed do we wish to retaliate for two 
centuries of injustice. Rather we seek to create 
a new partnership based upon understanding, 
cooperation and goodwill. The past cannot be 
changed; our future is in our hands. We will 
empower ourselves.’ Dr Lowijta O’Donoghue AC 
CBE DSG delivered these words in a speech at  
the International Launch of the International  
Year of the World’s Indigenous People in New  
York in December 1992.

Curator’s comments

Dr O’Donoghue was a significant leader whose 
untiring work should be better known. The quote 
in the significance statement is from her speech at 
the launch of the International Year of the World’s 
Indigenous People in New York in 1992. They 
are powerful words, part of a speech which is an 
important part of the Australian and international 
record. Yet it is Prime Minister Paul Keating’s words 
at the National Launch in Redfern which have 
resonated through history. The Redfern speech, 
as it is known, was an historically significant 
moment in Australian history, but it is only half the 
story.  Dr O’Donoghue’s speech – and her work 
and leadership across decades – should be as 
prominent in the collective memory. The digitised 
speeches in the Papers of Lowitja O’Donoghue 
offer a chance for people to explore the thoughts 
of this significant leader. Dive in and you will find 
many quotes which still resonate today.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/2132640
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3364279548/view?partId=nla.obj-3396368347#page/n39/mode/1up


Judith Stubbs

Doreen Mellor and Anna Haebich, eds, Many Voices: Reflections on experiences of Indigenous child 
separation, Canberra: National Library of Australia, 2002, nla.cat-vn683484

Judith Stubbs interviewed by Ann-Mari Jordens for the Bringing them home oral history project, 
2000, Oral History and Folklore Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn649232

Listen to an excerpt of the interview.

Significance 

Our Bringing Them Home oral history 
project delivered a collection of interviews with 
individuals involved with or affected by the 
Australian Government’s child removal policies 
and practices. Between 1998 and 2002, people 
from all over Australia told us their stories as part 
of this project. Forty-one interviewers recorded 
340 interviews with families and children who 
had experienced separation, as well as with those 
who cared for them, worked in institutions, and 
were involved with administration, policy and 
implementation in a professional capacity. 

Curator’s comments

This quote speaks to the lack of control that 
Aboriginal people under the control of the 
Aboriginal Welfare Board had over their own 
financial affairs. This took place in the late 1950s 
when Aboriginal people were denied free access 
to their own earnings – what we now refer to as 
Stolen Wages. My Mum was eventually awarded 
compensation for her Stolen Wages, including 
those accrued from her time working as a 
domestic on pastoral stations from the age of 12.  

(Rebecca Bateman, daughter of Judith Stubbs)
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/683484
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/649232
https://www.library.gov.au/learn/adults/lifelong-learning/she-shapes-history-national-library/she-shapes-history-reading-list
https://www.library.gov.au/node/466
https://www.library.gov.au/node/466


Eirene Mort 

Eirene Mort and Nora Kate Weston, photograph, in Papers of Eirene Mort (Manuscripts), National 
Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn3641936

Significance 

Australian artist Eirene Mort (1879–1977) studied 
in London when young and returned home 
bringing the English Arts and Crafts movement 
to her work in Australia. Throughout her life, she 
worked in a range of media, in design, graphic 
and applied arts, and she taught. She was one 
of the organisers of the Australian Exhibition of 
Women’s Work in 1907, a national exhibition held 
over 39 days in Melbourne. Library holds papers 
relating to her life and work. She lived and worked 
collaboratively with artist Nora Kate Weston 
for decades, and recent work has revisited that 
relationship. The Library recently published 
Sylvia Martin’s book about the couple. In this 
book, Martin focuses on this photograph—why 
does it have an axe, a plane (wood) and why is a 
theodolite tripod there as an easel?

Curator’s comments

The relationship of Eirene Mort and Nora 
Kate Weston was, to their families, one of 
companionship over decades. In recent years 
this relationship has been revisited with a queer 
lens, exploring their partnership in life and artistic 
practice in a contemporary context. Photographs 
such as this have been explored for evidence as 
to the nature of their relationship.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/3641936


Judi Summers from Knitting Nannas

Olya Willis, Judi Summers, 2024, photograph, National Library of Australia 

Judi Summers interviewed by Rob Willis and Olya Willis for the Voices of the bush oral history 
project, 2024, Oral History and Folklore Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat.vn-10035390

Listen to an excerpt of the interview.

Significance 

Judi Summers is part of Knitting Nannas, who 
work on ‘Saving the land, air and water for 
the kiddies’. The Knitting Nannas are activists. 
This oral history was commissioned as it met 
two of the Library’s collecting priorities – it 
documents the relationship Australians have 
with their environment and it conveys stories 
and experiences of rural, regional and remote 
communities. Judi Summers is a prominent 
Australian environmental activist and a central 
leader within the Knitting Nannas Against Gas 
(KNAG), a movement she helped grow from its 
origins in the Northern Rivers of New South 
Wales. Based near Lismore, she has served as 
a key “Spokesnanna,” transitioning from local 
grassroots organising to international advocacy 
after training with Al Gore’s Climate Reality 
Project. Her work focuses on protecting land, 
water, and air for future generations by opposing 
unconventional gas mining and coal exploration 
through the unique medium of “craftivism.”

By “knagging” (nagging) politicians and leading 
public “knit-ins,” she has successfully used  
the grandmotherly persona to keep 
environmental issues in the media spotlight  
and hold government officials accountable for 
climate policy.

Curator’s comments

We selected Judi Summers because oral 
history is an important way to capture the 
voices and experiences of regional and rural 
Australia—stories that are often overlooked 
and less likely to appear in the written record. 
Oral history preserves the perspectives of 
everyday Australians and serves as a valuable 
tool for documenting the work of grassroots 
organisations, whose contributions may not be 
recorded elsewhere.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/10035390
https://www.library.gov.au/learn/adults/lifelong-learning/she-shapes-history-national-library/she-shapes-history-reading-list


Margaret Tucker   

Margaret Tucker MBE (1904–1996), If Everyone Cared Enough: Her Voice Reclaimed, Canberra, ACT: 
National Library of Australia Publishing, 2024, nla.cat-vn10034949 

Margaret Tucker (1904–1996), If everyone cared, 1970s, manuscript, Manuscripts Collection, National 
Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn326710

Significance 

Significance: Aboriginal activist Margaret Tucker 
MBE published her autobiography in 1977, If 
Everyone Cared. But her book was heavily edited, 
obscuring her voice and message. In 2024, the 
Library, which holds her original manuscript, 
published what she originally intended: 
If Everyone Cared Enough.

Curator’s comments

The republishing of this title in 2024, without 
the significant alterations that were made to the 
content when it was first published, highlight the 
strength and power of Margaret Tucker’s own 
words as a significant Aboriginal activist and 
one of the first Aboriginal women to publish for 
mainstream audiences. Her words are now her 
own, not changed to cater to the understanding 
of a non-Indigenous audience. 
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/10034949
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/326710
https://www.library.gov.au/discover/nla-publishing/if-everyone-cared-enough


Ruby Rich   

Bessie Rischbieth and Ruby Rich attending the 12th Congress of the International Woman Suffrage 
Alliance at the Palace of the Sultans, Istanbul, Turkey, 1935, photograph, Pictures Collection, National 
Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn7761300

Letter from Ruby Rich to Maurice [Rich?], 23 January 1939, ink, in Papers of Ruby Rich (Manuscripts), 
National Library of Australia, nla.gov.au/nla.obj-3516469933

Significance 

Ruby Rich was born in Walgett, N.S.W., grew up in 
Sydney and was a concert pianist in Sydney and 
London. Joined Feminist Club in Sydney in 1923 
and in next 50 years was member and office-
holder in numerous feminist, family planning, 
peace, international and Jewish organisations.  
Like Jessie Street, she also worked internationally. 
Her papers have been digitised.

Curator’s comments

From the late 19th century, through the First 
and Second World Wars, numerous Australian 
women played a significant role both in Australia 
and on the world stage in organizing collectively 
for women’s rights and other causes. Ruby 
Rich was one of those women. The Library has 
recently digitized her papers, along with rough 
contemporaries such as Bessie Rischbieth and 
Jessie Street. These women’s activism had an 
extraordinary impact, leading to institutions 

such as the Office of the Status of Women. 
The digitised papers offer people at home the 
opportunity to dig deep into topics and see the 
depth and breadth of thinking and interactions 
between activists on an international level. 

I like this letter from Ruby Rich, which gives an 
account of her time at the American Women’s 
National Conference on the Cause and Cure of 
War. “They asked me to speak at their opening 
meeting day. There were 4 other speakers – with 
all modesty possible I must say I got much more 
applause and many told me I was the best. It was 
on the situation in our different countries. There 
must have been about 900–1000 women present 
nearly all representatives of organisations. I am 
making valuable contacts for work in the future.” 
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/7761300
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-434732564/view?partId=nla.obj-3516469933


Kwong Family Christening Jacket  

Christening jacket of May (Mui Ying) Kwong, 1901, in Papers of the Kwong family (Manuscripts), 
National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn3006822

Significance 

This christening jacket was made for May (Mui 
Ying) Kwong who we believe was born in Australia. 
She was the daughter of Kwong Sue Duk (1853–
1929), Chinese herbalist and entrepreneur, who 
migrated to Australia with his first wife in 1875. 
He established a general store in Darwin, trading 
under the name of Sun Mow Loong. He and his 
family prospered and May was the daughter 
of Kwong Sue Duk’s 4th wife, and she was one 
of 24 children. Kwong Sue Duk has at least 800 
descendants, now living throughout the world.

Curator’s comments

This christening jacket worn by May (Mui Ying) 
Kwong in 1901 documents the existence and 
continuing culture of Chinese Australians in 
the same year that the White Australia Policy 
came into law, via the Immigration Restriction 
Act. Following this change in the law, Chinese 
Australians who left the country would be made 
to sit a dictation test in a language chosen by the 
immigration officer on return to Australia, unless 
granted a certificate of exemption. Although 
the White Australia Policy aimed to limit non-
British migration to Australia, Chinese Australians 
continued to exist and contribute to Australian 
society throughout the life of the laws, as 
evidenced by this collection.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/3006822


Kookaburra Collection 

The Kookaburra Collection, 1905, mixed media, Manuscripts Collection, National Library of Australia, 
nla.cat-vn1913939

Significance 

Compiled by a group of prominent teenage 
girls in Sydney in 1904–1905, The Kookaburra 
monthly magazine was filled with beautiful 
manuscript stories and hand-drawn illustrations.  
Contributors included Nesta Griffiths and Nita 
Walker, whose later lives can be traced through 
digitised newspapers. 

Curator’s comments

The Kookaburra collection is special because 
it’s a rare example in our collection of creative 
production from teenagers. This kind of 
ephemeral material from young women doesn’t 
always survive. It gives us insight into their lives 
in the early twentieth century and their passions. 
Aesthetically they are beautiful objects, I love 
the covers and illustrations within. One of my 
favourite articles included pasted in photographs 
with a caption of the ‘first motor car from 
Blackheath to Jenolan Caves’. The article shows us 
a young woman’s perspective and reporting on 
the impact of changing technology on their lives. 
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/1913939


Aarju Neupane  

Lisa Maree Williams, Fashion assistant Aarju Neupane poses at RaShi’s fashion boutique on  
Wigram Street, Little India Precinct, Harris Park, Sydney, New South Wales, 2 November 2024,  
digital photograph, Pictures Collection, National Library of Australia. View the finding aid.

Significance 

This photograph was taken as part of the Indian 
Diaspora in Australia collecting project. It is one 
of 20 photographs documenting the Little India 
Precinct in Harris Park, Sydney, NSW.  This series 
was commissioned by the Library.

Curator’s comments

We chose this portrait because it does more 
than document the experiences of a part of 
the Indian diaspora in Australia—it brings to 
life the ways in which culture is lived, carried, 
and renewed. It captures not only how people 
work and build their lives here, but also how a 
younger generation is actively embracing and 
reinterpreting their heritage. There is a quiet 
sense of continuity in the image, suggesting that 
these traditions and connections will not only 
endure, but flourish across generations to come.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/finding-aids/catalog/34830461923493315563


Rose de Freycinet     

Jacques Arago (1790–1855), Réception à Diely, Timor (Reception at Dili, Timor) 1818, watercolour and 
ink on paper, Pictures Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn5016825

Significance 

Rose de Freycinet dressed up as a boy to 
accompany her husband Captain Louis de 
Freycinet on his great scientific expedition around 
the world of 1817–1820. They came to Australia 
as part of that voyage. Rose’s presence aboard 
the ship was erased from the published account. 
This was deliberate – women were not permitted 
aboard French navy ships. Louis de Freycinet 
himself was in charge of the publication of the 
official account, a lavish multi-volume work. This 
is one of the surviving watercolours that shows 
her, in ‘all the finery I had’.

Curator’s comments

Rose’s travels have captured the attention of 
many in recent years. Her story has all the 
romance of the intrepid adventurer, enhanced 
by the survival of her diary, which the Library 
holds in a later manuscript version. Her husband 
Louis was very much in charge of the publication, 
however, so we should not see the deliberate 
absence in the final publication as his wanting 
to silence her, but rather the bureaucratic 
constraints of the day. Depicting her in numerous 
preparatory works such as this one, could be  
read as a deliberate act of defiance against the 
French government.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/5016825


Gail Mabo

Gail Mabo (b.1965), Mer, Torres Strait, Mabo Claim I, 2022, bamboo, cowrie shells, cotton twine, flex 
glue, shellac, Maps Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn10087353

Significance 

Gail Mabo is a multidisciplinary artist and 
daughter of Edward Koiki Mabo, whose native 
title Claim led to the overturning of Terra Nullius. 
Mabo’s hand drawn maps were important in 
the case as they showed ongoing land use and 
custodianship. They were inscribed on the 
UNESCO Memory of the World International 
Register in 2001 and are held by the National 
Library.  Mabo Claim I combines the iconography 
of Mabo’s maps with stick charts, traditionally 
used in Micronesia and the Torres Strait for 
navigation. 

Curator’s comments

While the Library has a large map collection, 
most people think of maps as printed on paper, 
including perhaps globes. However, the National 
Library also holds other types of maps such as 
navigational stick charts used by people across 
the Pacific for thousands of years. This work 
by Gail Mabo combines the iconography of her 
father’s (Edward Koiki Mabo’s) maps documenting 
ongoing land use and custodianship of Mer, with 
this tradition of navigational stick charts.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/10087353


Black Convicts

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page25183773

n Lambe, Esq. but the evidence of this witness
did not alter any of the leading facts of the
case, and a verdict was returned for the plain-
tift_ _J)amages j£30.

QUARTER SESSIONS,
HOBA.RT TOWN, JULY 13, 1832.

PRESENT—Joseph Hone, Esq. Chairman ; J.
JJeamont, Esq. and G. IV. Gunning, Esq.
Jtfaria Murray, a negro woman,stood charged

jvith stealing a blanket, the property of Peter
Hush- It appeared by the evidence adduced,
that the prisoner is the wife of a man of color
named Murray—that in her instance the common

order of slavery was reversed, and that
a nefero' prisoner woman was indulged with a
white attendant from the Factory—that from
gome quarrel with the black mistress the witness

was induced to abscond, and on delivering
herself up to the Police, gave notice of the
articles having been abstracted by her black
mistress, from Mr. Peter Rush, in whose house
they lodged.

Mary Rush, the wife of the person in whose
bouse the prisoner lodged, was called on her
recognizance but did not appear. Verdict—
isfot Guilty.

Joseph Easton stood charged with stealing,
on board the ship Lindsays, on Monday last,
two red baize shirts, the property of two sea-
men of that vessel.

It appeared from the evidence, that the prisoner
wasone of the boat's crew, assigned to

Mr. Aldridge, the pilot, and in-such capacity
had access to the ship,, when he took an opportunity

of purloining the articles from the
place where they had beenjplaced (with others)
to dry.

Verdict—Guilty. Sentenced to be kept to
hard labor for: 12 calendar months.

John Hodges stood charged with stealing
six pounds ofmfeat, the property of William
Cutts, onthe 30th of June last.

It appeared from the evidence of Mrs. Cutts
that the mteatin question was placed in a safe
at the back of thfe house, and Wasmissed from
that place about fcx&'clock in the evening, and
that on Sunday morning the female servant of
Mr. Cutts observed a man going from the
house of one Sheppard, that is opposite Mr.
Cutts's, towards a bakehouse with a piece of
meat, which snP recognized as being a part of
that stolen, ^vhichWasnoW produced, and she
still believed it t'o be .the same, as it exiactly
resembled jit in appearance. , -

The jnan jvhp was carrying the meat to be
baked, s&oretn'at he purchased it of the prisoner,

whrt said he had received it as rations
fro n Pendlebury, the overseer in the Brickfields;

_ : :•':'

Peiidlehury on being called said the prisoner
was employed in the gaug. in the brick-field;
had behaved very well during eight months, ,
but iMt'dii the day ufi qfiestSon the itifeat ration'
was of beef, no mutton haying been served
out'that i3ay,

Vetdict—Gullty. Sentenced to be kept to
hard labor for 18 calendar months.

^/lUiam Jordan and Thomas Cross were discharged
on their, owii recognizance to keep the

peace. V .
Adjourned to Friday, July 12.

RICHMOND, MONDAY, JULY 16.
PRESENf-git/osepA Hone, Esq. Chairman; C.

fF. Gunning, Esq/ J. Gordon, Esq. W. T.
Parramore^ JEsq. (Police Magistrate,) J. H.
Butcher, Esq. J. O. Gage, Esq. T. Mason,
Esq. and W* H. mover* Esq.
The Chairmatahaving enquired if any appeal

was entered for bearing,

Mr; Gilbert Robertson stepped forward,
wlWn *fhe Clterkof the. Peace said that there
wasan appeal of Mr. Robertson's against a conviction

6f Mr. Mason, whfenActing Police Magistrate
of Richmond.

Mr. Mason then said, that he put it to one
of the gentlemen on the Bench, whether he
could consistently sit, or rather he should say
vote, in this matter; for having come forward
to make a voluntary affidavit, in order to assist
in a criminal prosecution against him, (Mr.
Mason,) it certainly, would be unfair for a
gentleman so situated to decide upon a case
where he had already, to a certain extent, expressed

an opinion.
Mr. Butcher said that he should act as he

thought consistent with his duty, and that he
should give no pledge as to the course he should
pursue in the particular case to be brought under
consideration.

Mr. Mason objected to the appeal being
heard, without due notice of such intention to
appeal being proved in the prescribed form.

Mr. Robertson contended that (sufficient had
arisen out of the proceedings in the case to infer

a notice of appeal, and that he did not
think it right thai Mr. Mason should shelter
himself now finder such a technical objection,
ashe, Mr. Robertson, would shew that the
conviction was invalid upon the face of it.

Mr. Mason here said, that if Mr. Robertson
would on his part waive all legal objections, he
wojjld do the same, and meet the case upon
its merits, fully and fairly.

Mr. Robertson replied, that he came to ask
for justice, and he did hope the Chairmah
would give a consideration to what he should
•urge. Besides, he had given notice of appeal
to the convicting Magistrate, then acting as
Police Magistrate of the district, had brought
the ca'sfe in consequence to the Sessions ita
April, -which was decided to be Hot the hext
Sesferons, within the meaning of the Act,
and that it was understood the notice so
Eiven wirald apply to the present, as being the
proper time for hearing the appeal, and that

contemplated by the Act, to which the notice
referred.

The Chairman said, that in his opinion the
notice of Mr. Robertson having been conveyed
to the Bench during its sittings, at the former
Sessions, and it being then apparent that the
notice did not apply to that period, it must
follow, as a matter of course, that the period
contemplated by the notice, was the present*
and that as such he thought the matter was
now before the Court.

Mr. Mason replied, that with all due respect
to the Chairman, as the legal head of the Bench,
he still should like, after that opinion had been
made known to the other Magistrates, that
they should, by their votes, decide upon the
application to go now into the appeal. Mr.
Mason then cited several cases from the published

reports of proceedings at Quarter Sessions
in England, to shew that in cases of this

description, the Court had refused appeals,
and affirmed convictions, through a defect of
that formal or legal notice he contended to be
observable in this case.

Mr. Robertson said, as Mr. Mason had taken
the course he how had, it devolved upoa him
to do that which he never should have done
under other circumstances, but as Mr. Gunning

was a Magistrate, joined with Mr. Mason
in a certain proceeding about to be instituted
by him (Mr. Robertson,) he shoiild equally
object to his taking part on the present occasion,

but which, he repeated, had never entered
into his contemplation until he heard Mr.

Mason make the objection to Mr. Butcher.
The Chairman stated, that having conferred

with his Brother Magistrates, the Bench was
of opinion, that the case was properly before
it, and that the appeal must be heard.

The appeal was read by the Clerk of the
Peace, which charged Mr. Robertson with being

drunk in the Lennox Arms Inn, at Richmond,
and which was supported by the evidence

of Mr. Buscombe, the landlord of the
Inn-Hof Mr. M'Neilly, the Clerk to the Magistrates—and

by Mr. Armytage, whose evidence
was more qualified than' those of the two former,

as it stated that Mr. Robertson was certainly
not sober, yet still in a state to conduct

affairs of business.
Mr. Robertson now took objection to the

conviction oh three grounds.
1st.—That it stated that 10s. became forfeited

agreeable to the statute. Hisdenied any
such act being in existence.

2nd.—That it was necessary that the name
of the informer should appear Oh the proceedings,

Which it did not do in this case.
3rd.—That no summons waeproved to have

been served on the-party.
The latter objection tne Cbairman^intimated

could not hold, as th£ party had appeared and
cross-examined the - witnesses. Although, it
might appe&r that the accused had been present

upon the-occasion merely by some common
occurrence of business, not at all in reference

to the proceeding, yet, appearance
at all in answer to the charge, waived all necessity

of formal notice.
. Air. Robertson said, the act which Mr.
Mason had cited (33 Geo. in, chap. 55) as
that under which he had been convicted, was
one for the government of Constables. Besides,

if under that act he. was amenable,
which he denied, still the conviction could not
stand, as it'was not legal except by two magistrates.

Here Mr. Mason said, he had expected
the latter objection, and he would at once admit

it, for he knew upon that ground the conviction
was defective.

Appeal allowed and. conviction quashed.
A second appeal was made by Mr. Gilbert

Robertson, against a fconviction of Mr. Mason
arid Mr. Gunning, where a penalty of £10 had
been incurred for a breach of the impounding
laws, by Mr. Robertson, at the time he was
pound-keeper at Richmond.

It appeared from the conviction, which was
read by the Clerk of the Peace, th&tthe fine
had been imposed from Mr. Robertson's not
having kept or produced a book, in the form
prescribed by the act; and, on the complaint
of Mr. Wilkinson, who had impounded a
number of cattle found trespassing upon his
land, and who had conplained of Mr. Robertson's

not having kept an account in a correct
form as to his proceedings, in the detention
and sale of the animals.

Mr. Robertson took ah objection to the conviction,
that it was bad upon the face of it—

that it did not clearly define what was the offence
imputed to him, or set forth who was

the informer, or accusing party that alleged
against him a breach the act.

The Chairman said, in reference to the Impounding
Act, there being no form of conviction,

it was necessary to look to the summary
.proceedings act, which clearly deprived the
-case of any necessity or obligation, as to form.
The merits of the case being sufficient to guide
the Magistrates in coming to a conviction,
without adopting any prescribed form, or requiring

a specific informer—and that after
lbokiag at the act, although the conviction
was not well worded, he was of the opinion,
(after consulting with his bretheren) that the
conviction was good, as far as ihe objection
of informality went. The cape would therefore
assume the form of an appeal upon merits, and,
consequently, the evidence upon which the
conviction ensued, must now be called for.

i Mr. Mason called Mr. Mc'Neilly, the Police
Clerk, who proved that the fine had been imposed

under the Impounding Act, for not having
kept a book agreeable to the terms of the

act, and then produced the record of proceedings
in the case before Mr. Mason and Mr.

Gunning the convicting Magistrates.
A great deial of discussion arose upon the

case, and the magistrates retired to consider
upon it; Mr. Gunning, Mr. Butcher, and Mr.
Mason, who had sat on the bench, not taking
any part in it.

On their return into Court, the Chairman
said, it appeared that there had been no specific
charge alleged against the party convicted, for
it was admitted that the matter which formed
the ground of conviction, in the present case,
had come out casually in the course of enquiry

into some other matter on the day preceding,
without summoning in the regular

course, the accused party, to appear and answer
the matters alleged against him. Had

the regular course been taken, Mr. Robertson
would have had an opportunity of producing
the book, or giving evidence as to his inability,
from whatever cause, to so produce it.

Conviction quashed.—The appellant applied
-for his cost6, but this was not granted: on the
ground, that the Magistrates had done no culpable

wrong.
Mr. George Marshall, of Pitt Water, appealed

against a conviction of Mr. Parramore, the
Police Magistrate, for keeping three dogs
without having obtained a license, under the
Act of Council, made and provided for restraining

the great increase of dogs within the
Colony.

Sheby, a constable, swore, that on going to
Mr. Marshall's house, on the 15th of June, he
wasmet by three of the canine race, who, by
their vociferous harking, and the aim they took
at his legs, seemed to smell that he was on the
dog licensingduty (whichin fact he was). That
he told Mr. Marshall he should lay an information

against him. Mr. Marshall said he
had applied to Mr. Gordon at the Police-office,
but has not obtained the license.

Cross-examined by Mr. Marshall—" I do not
expect any part of the fines in this case; I did
not take any tip on the day in question; I
could not have expected any part of the fine,
for I have laid many informations in the office,
and never got anything."

By the Chairman—Do you mean that you
have deen deprived in those cases, of what are
called your regulars ?"—" No, I do not."

Mr. Mc'Neilly, the Police Clerk, proved,
that previous to the 19th of June, Mr. Marshall

had no license for dogs issued in that
district; on that day he obtained a license for
three dogs from Mr. Parramore; I was not
awkre that he had previously applied for any
license.

Mr. Marshall here put into the hands of the
witness, a license for three dogs, which he was
requested to read. It stated it to be a license
commencing the 1st of April, 1832, and ending
31st March, 1833 ; in one of the columns describing

time of payment for such license, was
written 18th of June, shewing the period of
payment for such license granted.

Cross-examined by Mr. Marshall —Mr. Gordon
was the Police Magistrate of Richmond,-

on the 1st of April, 1832, and sat in that capacity
until the 6th of that month.

Mr. Gordon sworn—Sometime between the
16th and 23d of April, I recollect Mh Marshall

coming to the Police-office, and asking
the Clerk to issue a license for bis dogs

Mr. Marshall appealed to the bench upon
the hardness of his case. He held a license
from the 1st of April, expiring 31st of March.
On the 1st of April next, he ' would be called
upon to pay again, so that if the fine was confirmed,

he would be paying it for a period for
which he was actually licensed, and had paid
for such license.

The Chairman said, that although the license
wasin form headed the 1st day of April, still
it appeared that on the 15th of June he held
no license, and the Magistrate, by granting a
license retrospectively taking date, could not
impeach the fact of the party having remained
during the intervening time without one, and
however hard the case, the conviction must be
affirmed.

Charles Oliver stood charged with embezzling,
on the 27th of June, a sum ot money,

the property of his master, W. H. Glover,
Escj.of Pitt Water.

The prisoner was sent to Hobart Town with
14| lb. of butter, and did not return until
brought back in custody on the 3d of July.

The prisoner pleaded guilty, and received
an excellent character from his master, as to
his general character.

Sentenced to have his original sentence extended
for 4 years, and to be returned to his

master's service.
Hemry Dormer was charged with stealing a

sack, the property of his master, Mr. Austin,
of Pitt Water.

Henry Leigh, sworn, said.—I keep the borell
Inn, at Sorell. In Easter week, I recollect

taking a sack out of a tin case in my store. I
filled it with wheat, and placed it in a cart
with others for the purpose of shipping on
board my schooner for Hobart Town; the bag
was emptied on board, and was returned
several times, having, been used in the same
way on those occasions.

Mrs. Leigh being sworn, said.—On Tuesday
in Easter week, the prisoner came to the

store, and asked for 2 lb. of plums; he then
asked for a gill of rum, and I went to the bar
to get it ; he then asked if I had spelling books
to sell. He then asked me to take care of a
ba^, which he handed to me. I threw it into
a tin case, and told him if I was not at home
when he wanted it, to go to the case and take
it. He said he was the assigned servant of
Mr. Austen; I do not know what he left the
bagfor.

Thomas Austen, sworn, said.—The prisoner
is my assigned servant. On Tuesday, in Easter
week, 1 sent him to Sorell for medical assistance,

on his stating that he wasunwell; he

returned saying he eould not see the Doctor,
and I gave liim permission to go again the next
day. I never sent a bag to Mr. Leighj or to
the vessel by this man—the bag now produced
is mine, and marked in my hand.

Mr. Parramore, Police Magistrate, sworn;—
The prisoner was examined before me, and
made a voluntary statement—it is the one
now read.

The prisoner called two other servants of
Mr. Austen, to prove his having left home
without carrying a bag with him. These men
said that the master made them work on Sundays;

that they were apprehended by constables
for working on the Sabbath day, when

the master said they had plotted against him,-
and he would marplot them. Here; Thomas
Andrews, a constable, stepped forward, and
said he was the person who apprehended the
prisoners working on a Sunday morning; This
man appeared to the Court as evidently being
under the influence of liquor ; he was called
before the Court, was severely reprimanded
for appearing in so improper a state, was adjudged

guilty of a contempt of Court, told that
he was dismissed from his office of constable;
and ordered into custody.

The Chairman enquired of the prosecutor
Austen, if he was aware ofthe men being about
to prefer any complaint for being compelled to
work on a Sunday, when he said he had reason
to believe that from the conduct of the men
in preparing a good deal of writing, that something

was getting up by them. Verdict—Not
Guilty; but on the application of the master^
sent into the Government Works.

Samuel Stephenson, was charged with steal*
ing apromisBory note, the property of Mr. H;
Nicholl, jun , of Clarence Plains.

Robert Sansom, (a free man,) itnder thd
same charge, and Whoappeared in discharge of 1

his bail, was allowed to depart on giving his
own recognizance to appear when called upon.-

Mrs. Davidson, sworn, said,- she recollected
the prisoner coming to their hoilse^ and having
several different quantities of wine, for himself

and others. The man was intoxicated
very much, and lay down outside the door; hs°
came into the house again, he was then better,
and lay down on the sofa. He was not in or
about the house during the night; the next
morning he came and asked Mr. Davidson for
the money he had taken from him; he was told
that only three-pence had been taken front
him. He complained that he thought it impossible

he could have spent so much money
as he missed from his pocket—he paid for
what he had in silver. I know nothiqg of ft

ound note he said he had about him.
Kucbolls, from illness could not appear,

Mrs*
an$,

was called on her recognizance. Verdict—^
Not Guilty.

The Court animadverted severely on ths
conduct of the publican, in allowing a man of
the prisoner's description to remain drinking
large quantities of liquor, and said that any such
practice would be a serious bar to the' obtaining

a license for the ensuing year.
Richard Mason stood charged With stealing

a saucepan and other articles, the property of
his master, Mr. W. Nicholls, of Clare'nci
Plains.

Thomas Wright, being sworn, said.—On tbef
1st of June, he wason the Coal River t-oad, near
Mr. Petchey's farm, and asked the prisoner fo#
his pass, but he had none, and accordingly hci
apprehended him, and brought him to the
Police-office, at Richmond; he had with him a
bag, its contents were a saucepan, a turnip,
and a potatoe; prisoner 6aid the saucepan was
his own.

Mr. William Nicholls, of Clarence Plains,
sworn, said.—The prisoner is his assigned servant,

and absconded from his service on the
31st May;- the saucepan found on the prisoner
is his property. The prisoner now pleaded
guilty, and begged for mercy.—Sentenced t®
be kept to hard labour for 3 years.

Tuomas Reynolds, stood charged with stealing
a quantity of mutton. Verdict—Guilty.— 1

Sentenced to be kept to hard labour for •
years.

Peter Longworth, stood charged with stealing
a quantity of flour, the property of the

Crown. Verdict—Guilty. Sentenced to be
kept to hard labour for three years.

Francis Easton was called on his recognizance
to appear to answer a charge of assult,

but did not appear.

police Report.
Friday, July 13, 1832.

Richard Eddlestone, in the service of Mr.
NicholIs< at Brown's River, was charged with
idleness, on the plea of sickness. It appeared
in evidence, that the prisoner during the
last seven weeks was always unwell, except
at meals, and it appearing by the certificate
of the Colonial burgeon, " lie was not then
labouring under any ailment," he was ordered

to be amused in Noitman's Road
Party for three months* for the benefit of the
fresh air.

William Harmston^ noticed in our last
report, as having " vowed he Would have
justice," was bound over to keep the peace
towards John Sh'acklock, for three months.

John Carroll was brought up charged
with assaulting Dr. James Ross. It was
proved that the Doctor suspecting all was
not right, at a late hour repaired to an outbuilding

on his premises, where the laundress
sleeps, and finding the lineu strewed

on the floor, and the laundress a little queer,
was induced to (take a survey, and found
the defendant under the bed, with only hi*
shirt on, and whom he pulled from hie
hiding place by the ear; The defendant

J.S. Prout (1805–1876), The Female Factory from Proctor’s Quarry, lithograph, Hobart, Van Diemen’s 
Land: L. Bluett, Printer, [1844], Pictures Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn2903234 

Augustus Earle (1793–1838), Female penitentiary or factory, Parramata [i.e. Parramatta], N.S. Wales,  
c. 1826, watercolour, Pictures Collection, National Library of Australia, nla.cat-vn794046

‘Quarter Sessions’, The Tasmanian, 20 July 1832, p.5. View the article on Trove.

Significance 

For historical reasons, other institutions such 
as the State Library of New South Wales, State 
Records NSW and State Library and Archives of 
Tasmania have stronger First Fleet and convict 
collections, and consequently records relating 
to convicts of colour. The National Library of 
Australia, however, does have the manuscript 
journal (one of three versions) of Arthur Bowes-
Smyth, the surgeon on the First Fleet transport, 
the Lady Penhryn, the ship with the largest 
concentration of women. It has a list of the 
women aboard, but it does not describe the 
backgrounds of the women, only their names, 
ages, crime, trade and the number of years they 
were sentenced to: Journal of Arthur Bowes 
Smyth, 1787 March 22–1789 August [manuscript].

The Library, however, does have images of  
what were called ‘female factories’ in Tasmania 
and Parramatta, which were well known to  
convict women. 

Digitised Australian newspapers (available 
through Trove) are an amazing resource to 
trace the history of women over time. One of 
the female convicts explored in Black Convicts 
(pp.144–145) was Maria Middleton, later Maria 
Murray. Articles such as this example can record 
details that may not be found elsewhere.   

Curator’s comments

As more and more original, primary sources are 
digitised, and easier to find, revisiting evidence for 
the past is increasingly important. The National 
Library is committed to making collections 
accessible. Digitised newspapers can be incredibly 
useful for research of all kinds. I have used 
digitised newspapers to date objects for which 
we only had a suggested 20-year timespan. In 
the case of tracing the lives of convicts of colour, 
they provide another important resource for 
researchers such as Santilla Chingaipe.
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https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/2903234
https://catalogue.nla.gov.au/catalog/794046
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/25183773
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-233345951/view?partId=nla.obj-233364776#page/n16/mode/1up
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